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Florence, 20 June 2018

FRITZ KOENIG 1924 – 2017 

A RETROSPECTIVE
THE UFFIZI AND THE BOBOLI GARDEN IN FLORENCE ARE TO HOST, FROM 21 JUNE TO 7 OCTOBER 2018, THE MOST EXTENSIVE ONE-MAN RETROSPECTIVE EVER DEVOTED TO THE MAN WHO CREATED "THE SPHERE" AT THE TWIN TOWERS IN NEW YORK

"Then 0911 happened. The day it happened we were at home in Pacific Palisades and we were watching the horrible tragedy live on television, as it was happening. I called Koenig on the phone and he said: The only thing that counts right now is the human catastrophe. Who am I and my work compared to all of that. Then, after a long pause, he added: It's dust now. For twenty-eight years, from 1973, the great spherical Caryatid in New York (Grosse Kugelkaryatide N.Y.), popularly known as The Sphere, was mirrored in a pool of water as it rotated almost imperceptibly on its own axis. In the Plaza, between two skyscrapers 400 metres high, it had become a symbol of encounter. It's dust now, which meant that it has been crushed to the point where it had become an epitaph. Three weeks later he called me on the phone. It's peeping out. And the next day. It's damaged. Not destroyed.

You have to go there, I told him."

This story is told by Percy Adlon, the director of such movies as Sugar Baby and Baghdad Cafè and of five documentaries on the sculptor, in his essay entitled "Fritz Koenig – as I knew him" in the catalogue published by Sillabe in Italian, English and German, a catalogue which is full to bursting with photographs documenting the whole career of this Bavarian artist who died a year and a half ago at the age of ninety-three. 

From 21 June to 7 October Florence will be celebrating Fritz Koenig, an artist whom many consider to be one of the most important sculptors of the 20th century, in a major one-man retrospective that is the first exhibition of his work since his death. The exhibition will be hosting a large number of his works in the magnificent vegetation of the Boboli Garden and in the rooms of the Uffizi Gallery, comprising both sculptures and drawings and, for the very first time, including work from the last forty years of his life.
Eike Schmidt, the Director of the Gallerie degli Uffizi, was only too happy to offer the areas under his jurisdiction for this outstanding occasion.

The bronze, stone and corten steel of Koenig's monumental sculptures impart rhythm to the spaces of the mother of all Italian-style gardens, offering visitors the precious interweave of their smooth or rough forms, often seemingly unstable yet mastering a carefully studied imbalance, against a backdrop of unique views in a setting of hedges, majestic trees and sweeping lawns.

Koenig, with his strong and complex personality, turned his back on the art world as the years went by and decided to reture with his wife Maria to his estate at Ganslberg in Bavaria, devoting his energies with enthusiasm to the thoroughbred Arabian horses he bred, to his peacocks, his hens and his cats, in short, to what he called his "Noah's Ark," surrounded by his collection of African art, one of the most remarkable such collections in the world.

"Fritz Koenig had watchful blue eyes. He also had very fine hands with strong yet tapering fingers which looked exactly the way he drew them. He was a charming man and instantly bewitched his interlocutors. Charm, according to a consummate definition coined by Albert Camus, is that which prompts a person to say yes even before he has been asked for anything. With women Koenig became a kind of Don Juan, and he himself found them impossible to resist," exhibition curator Alexander Rudigier writes in the catalogue. In fact love and eroticism were among the dominant themes of his work along with death, epitaphs and the Holocausr.

Koenig did go to New York. The Sphere had been miraculously saved from disaster by two large slabs of steel that had fallen off the towers and protected it. It was damaged, but not seriously, and so Koenig was able to restore it, and it is still there at Ground Zero today.

Fritz Koenig was born on 20 June 1924 and died on 22 February 2017.

The exhibition is held under the lofty patronage of Duke Franz of Bavaria, a personal friend of the artist and a major international collector of contemporary art.
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